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CS for SB 402

A BILL to amend and reenact 819-1A-3b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating
to authorizing the Division of Forestry to investigate and enforce timber theft violations on
all lands; and directing the penalties for timber theft to the criminal statute.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 1A. DIVISION OF FORESTRY.

819-1A-3b. Timber theft; en-stateferests investigations; criminal and civil penalties.

(a) Timber theft is the misappropriation or taking of timber belonging to another, or
proceeds derived from the sale of timber, either taken without the consent of the owner, or by
means of fraudulent conduct, practices or representations, with the intent to deprive the owner
permanently of the timber or proceeds derived therefrom.

(b) The Division of Forestry has the primary responsibility for the collection, preparation,

and central registry of information relating to timber theft. in-statefoerests The division has the

authority to investigate and enforce the provisions of this section when violations eceur-in-state
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NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Division of Forestry to investigate and
enforce timber theft violations on all lands.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



